
Vote for David Pruhs    
for mayor

To the editor: David has been one of 
my closest friends for over 40 years. 
Interesting how two very diverse 
Fairbanksans can become such close 
friends.

I have closely witnessed his participa-
tion in the city of Fairbanks. Most peo-
ple do not know he founded the Alaska 
BBQ Association and got its events 
certified for winners to be participants 
in national championships. It is now a 
statewide organization.

David was the instrumental force 
in changing utilities in Fairbanks. He 
knew the old owners of Fairbanks 
Natural Gas had to be changed out. 
An investment company in Minnesota 
that only wanted a higher return. David 
brought the project to the Alaska Indus-
trial Development and Export Author-
ity. AIDEA reviewed the company. 
Bought it. Expanded the infrastructure 
immensely and sold it to IGU under 
such incredible terms gas is now more 
affordable than oil. What was a 1,000 
customer base should be at 3,000 by 
next summer.

We have all witnessed what he has 

done with the Polaris Building. More 
than 20 years ago this building was 
abandoned and became the largest 
pigeon coop in Alaska. David spent 
6 years on the project as the Polaris 
Group’s founder and leader. He got it to 
city of Fairbanks ownership then found 
the $10,000,000 to knock it down. This 
winter, the skyline in Fairbanks changes 
for the better.

David was born and raised in Fair-
banks. He through a flood. Worked con-
struction on a pipeline. Owns his own 
business. Has been appointed to many 
state and local boards and commissions. 
He is the local candidate with strong 
leadership experience to be the mayor of 
Fairbanks.
Kenneth Buggey
FAIRBANKS
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State of Alaska

Know how to contact your elected officials

 Gov. Mike Dunleavy
  Juneau: 907-465-3500
  Fairbanks: 907-451-2920

  Sen. Click Bishop
  Juneau: 907-486-2327
  Senator.Click.Bishop@akleg.
gov

  Sen. Scott Kawasaki
  Juneau: 907-465-3466
  Senator.Scott.Kawasaki@akleg.
gov

Rep. Adam Wool
Juneau: 907-465-4976
Representative.Adam.Wool@
akleg.gov

Rep. Steve Thompson
Juneau: 907-465-3004
Representative.Steve.Thomp-
son@akleg.gov

Rep. Mike Cronk
Juneau: 907-465-4527
Representative.Mike.Cronk@
akleg.gov

Sen. Robert Myers
Juneau: 907-465-3719
Senator.Robert.Myers@akleg.gov 

Rep. Grier Hopkins
Juneau: 907-465-4457
Representative.Grier.Hopkins@akleg.gov

Rep. Bart LeBon
Fairbanks: 907-451-4347
Representative.Bart.LeBon@akleg.gov 

Rep. Mike Prax
Juneau: 907-465-3004
Representative.Mike.Prax@akleg.gov 

Sen. Lisa Murkowski
D.C: 202-224-6665
AK:  907-456-0233

Sen. Dan Sullivan
D.C: 202-224-3004
AK:  907-456-0261

Special election pending 
to fill Rep. Don Young’s 
seat.

U.S. Congress
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By Larry Wood

I am a candidate for state 
HD 25. There were two of 
us in the “primary.” The 

incumbent won a clear major-
ity. I assumed that I was out 
of the race, but, because, of 
the ranked choice vote (RCV) 
open primary, we both move to 
the general election automati-
cally, making the vote moot.

After discussions at a couple 
of family gatherings over the 
weekend, I called the Division 
of Elections in Juneau Aug. 
22. Contrary to what I believed 

regarding the outcome of the 
primary vote, I am not out of 
the race. On one level, this is 
simply nuts, given the dispari-
ty in votes.

Under the prior system, I 
would be out of the race.

On another level, the RCV 
diminishes any undue influ-
ence of party politics. In HD 
25, the incumbent is the wife 
of the Republican House Dis-
trict Chair. Further, given the 
incumbent’s voting record, the 
open primary undoubtedly 
benefited the incumbent.

With RCV the more conser-

vative candidate risks losing 
any advantage accrued in a 
restricted Republican pri-
mary. Same for the Marxist 
Democrat in their primary. 
Any advantage conferred by 
party affiliation is thereby 
diminished or even lost in the 
outcome.

This effect dilutes the influ-
ence of both parties.

While I may get a “second” 
chance, it shows a complica-
tion that gives rise to confu-
sion regarding the outcome of 
the primary vote. If a candi-
date in a race with four or less 

candidates received over 50% 
of the primary vote, one would 
think that candidate had elim-
inated the competition and the 
race for that office was over.

Apparently, the purpose of 
the open primary RCV is to 
reduce the competition for an 
office where there are more 
than four candidates to no 
more than four for the gen-
eral election. In those races 
with less than or equal to four 
candidates, those candidates 
automatically move on to the 
general election regardless of 
the primary vote.

The open primary election 
seems to be no more than a 
poll for those races with four 
or fewer candidates for an 
office. In those cases, should 
the primary votes be recorded, 
if doing so prejudices them in 
the general election?

Conversely, the “poll” effect 
is not necessarily a bad out-
come, as it shows a candidate 
where they stand at the time 
of the primary vote and gives 
them an opportunity to change 
those results, if need be.

Ranked choice voting: A candidate’s perspective

VOTING » C3

By Anne Biberman, 
Elisabeth Balster Dabney 
and Mary Beth Leigh

A rctic Fest was conceived by 
a group of Fairbanksans as a 
novel way to call attention to 

the challenges and solutions associ-
ated with the changing environment 
of Alaska by combining the arts, 
sciences, and Indigenous culture 
and knowledge systems. In addition 
to building community, Arctic Fest 
aims to strengthen our local economy 
by increasingly engaging national 
and international visitors.

This year’s inaugural event was 
organized by the Fairbanks Concert 
Association, Northern Alaska Envi-
ronmental Center, and University of 
Alaska Fairbanks, and has been sup-
ported by a wide variety of individu-
als and organizations.

A new 
festival for 
Fairbanks

ARCTIC FEST » C3
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Valerie Therrian for 
Fairbanks mayor

To the editor: I’m writing to express my 
total support for Valerie Therrian, can-
didate for city of Fairbanks mayor. I have 
known Valerie since the pipeline days 
of the early ‘70s when she set up her law 
practice here in Fairbanks.

Aside from her law practice, mayoral 
candidate Therrian has shown her per-
sonal civic mindedness by serving on 
various seats of our local government 
for many years. She is fair, listens well 
and knows the right questions to ask to 
gather information to get to the heart of 
an issue. She has seen how Fairbanks has 
changed over time and is very aware of 
pressing and ongoing community issues. 
We need someone with her breadth of 
experience and knowledge of local histo-
ry to lead Fairbanks in a positive direc-
tion that benefits us all.

I am wholehearted giving Ms. Therri-
an my support and vote in the upcoming 
election and asking voters to put their 
trust in her and allow her to lead our 
community forward. She’s definitely 
proven over time she’s the right person 
for the job, so let’s let her do just that.
Jeffrey Cain
FAIRBANKS

We’re interested in your opinion
The News-Miner encourages readers to send letters to the editor by mail (PO Box 

70710, Fairbanks, AK 99707) or by email (letters@newsminer.com). Writers are limit-

ed to one letter every seven days. All letters must contain no more than 350 words 

and include a full name (no abbreviations), daytime and evening phone numbers 

and physical address (if no phone, then provide a mailing address). 

The News-Miner reserves the right to edit or reject letters.

Murkowski, Sullivan    
and Deb Haaland

To the editor: I find it interesting that 
both Dan Sullivan and Lisa Murkowski 
were warmly welcomed at the recent 
mining conference at the Usibelli engi-
neering building at the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks. Both of Alaska’s U.S. 
senators voted to confirm Joe Biden’s 
nominee, Deb Haaland, to be our 
nation’s Secretary of the Interior. The 
March 15, 2021, vote to confirm was 51 
yeas thanks to our two senators. Ms. 
Haaland is an activist Democrat with 
strong anti-development beliefs when 
it comes to public lands.
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Had the primary bal-
lot been limited only to 
those races with more 
than four candidates, 
or even listed all of the 
races, but only allowed 
voting for those offices 
with more than four can-
didates, confusion may 
have been reduced.

Those candidate names 

without a voting bubble 
on the primary ballot 
would have noticed the 
voter that those can-
didate(s) were moving 
to the general election 
automatically and that a 
vote was moot.

In my discussions with 
family members and 
friends of the family over 
the weekend, there was 
no consensus on the pur-
pose or outcome of the 
primary Election. No one 
could state categorically 

that I was eliminated 
from the race. These 
were all people who 
are”‘super” voters.

Another question 
needing a definitive 
answer is, if there were 
no more than four candi-
dates for each race state-
wide, would the primary 
be unnecessary for that 
election?

I believe that an unin-
tended(?) consequence 
of the RCV open primary 
will be to reduce the 

number of voters in the 
general election for those 
districts where there 
were four or fewer candi-
dates for an office.

Another effect, good 
or bad, is certainly to 
weaken party influence 
over the outcome of an 
election.

Can we make this any 
less confusing? I think 
so, either as suggested 
above, or by eliminating 
the ranked voting alto-
gether and returning to 

the former system, as 
flawed as it was.

I suspect the reason 
behind Sen. Lisa Mur-
kowski backing the RCV 
was to diminish the 
influence of the political 
parties in primary and 
general elections.

Under RCV’s open 
primary, the will of the 
voter is ignored, except 
where there are more 
than four candidates for 
an office.

I think the Division of 

Elections did a decent 
job of trying to clarify a 
complex and confusing 
voting system. However, 
I still had to call them to 
get a clarification on my 
standing.

If you are confused 
about the Ranked Choice 
Vote, before you vote in 
November, call the Divi-
sion of Elections at 907-
465-4611.
Larry Wood is a candidate 
for HD 25 in the Matanuska 
Valley.
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They demonstrate 
their commitment to 
the values of Arctic Fest 
through their contribu-
tions of time, funding, 
creativity, and expertise. 
We are grateful for their 
partnership. We truly 
could not have done it 
without them.

Just as we had envi-
sioned it, Arctic Fest 

2022 emerged as a 
multiday event of live 
performances, art exhib-
its, film, talks and work-
shops, field trips, and 
family-friendly activities. 
Events will be held at 
Pioneer Park, Hering 
Auditorium, the UAF 
campus, and other local 
venues. Audiences are 
invited to explore ven-
dors at the Green Mar-
ketplace, learn about 
cutting-edge technology 
at the Innovation Hub, 
and enjoy performances 

by many local artists and 
our headliner Pamyua, 
the inspiring Inuit soul 
band. We are committed 
to inclusivity in our pre-
senters and attendees, 
and to bringing together 
well-known names with 
local talent. Presenta-
tions and workshops are 
rich with the experiences 
of people of all ages and 
backgrounds. As Arctic 
Fest takes place on the 
ancestral lands of the 
lower Tanana Dene Peo-
ples, we are especially 

mindful of the value of 
Indigenous voices and 
perspectives in these 
endeavors.

We believe that bring-
ing a shared focus onto 
the land we love through 
many different lenses 
can build community 
and help bridge divides. 
We see Arctic Fest as a 
source of inspiration, 
delight and discovery, 
and as a path we build 
together.

This year we are laying 
the groundwork for what 

we hope will grow into 
an annual event that 
gets bigger and better 
every year.

Ultimately, Arctic Fest 
aims to draw people 
from far and wide who 
want to experience great 
art, see the most beau-
tiful place on earth, and 
learn how they can make 
a difference today.

This week, we invite 
you to experience the 
very first iteration and 
this one is all for you. 
We invite you to come, 

attend some of our many 
events, and tell us what 
you think. 

And help us co-create 
a new Fairbanks festival 
tradition.
Anne Biberman is former 
executive director of the 
Fairbanks Concert Association.  
Elisabeth Balster Dabney 
is interim executive 
director of Northern Alaska 
Environmental Center.
Mary Beth Leigh is a professor 
at the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks.
Visit arcticfest.org to learn 
more.
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I think that she would like all of 
Alaska to be a national park.

Both of our U.S. senators have 
repeatedly told residents that they 
support exploration and development 
of our rich oil fields on the North 
Slope and mining for needed min-

erals in other parts of our state. Yet 
they voted to confirm a woman who 
is adamantly opposed to oil develop-
ment and mineral mining in Alaska.

I applaud Sen. Murkowski’s con-
stant work to get the 11 mile road 
built through the Izembek National 
Wildlife. The native village of King 
Cover would benefit greatly with land 
access to the airport at Cold Bay for 
faster, safer and easier evacuation 
of medical emergencies. Maybe our 

senators were lied to by Ms. Haaland 
or maybe they thought that since Ms. 
Haland is an American Native her-
self, that she would be more inclined 
to allow the road to be constructed 
since human lives are involved. 

But, after Gov. Dunlevey, Sen. Mur-
kowski and Ms. Haaland went to 
King Cove in April of 2022, the road 
is still not approved. I will be sur-
prised if Ms. Haaland approves this 
road being built even though Con-

gress approved a land swap between 
the King Cove Native Corporation 
and the U.S. government in 2009 
and the courts have said that the land 
swap is good.

I think both of our senators mis-
judged the strength of Ms. Haaland’s 
Native allegiance and any influence 
they hoped to gain with their votes 
hasn’t materialized.
Randall Frank
FAIRBANKS
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Democrats have 
adopted a left-
wing version of 

trickle-down economics 
— apparently believing 
that the only way to help 
the needy is to also give 
money to the rich.

Look no further than 
President Joe Biden’s 
student debt forgiveness 
plan.

Many Americans 
have struggled with the 
burden of student debt. 
They include people who 
got defrauded by fly-by-
night “colleges”; people 
who acquired debt but 
didn’t graduate; and 
people who got degrees 
but ones not particularly 
valued by employers.

These people need our 
help.

But they’re not the only 
people effectively getting 
cut a check — or rather, 
“debt relief.”

Biden’s plan, 
announced Wednes-
day, has been framed as 
extending a lifeline to 
the bootstrapped, cash-
strapped serf. And it 
does wipe out $10,000 
for many low- and mod-
erate-income earners. 
However, plenty of other, 
less-strapped people will 
enjoy a windfall, too. 
Biden is canceling some 
debt for households 
earning up to $250,000 
— i.e., households at 
roughly the 93rd income 

percentile.
Worse, despite assur-

ances from the White 
House that relief will 
overwhelmingly help 
the poor and middle 
class, much of the aid 
will benefit people who’ll 
reach the tippy-top of 
the income distribution 
soon. That’s because for-
giveness will go to lots 
of Americans with high 
expected future incomes, 
something progressives 
have been reluctant to 
acknowledge.

Many households look 
middle-income tem-
porarily but are likely 
to pull in much bigger 
paychecks down the line. 
For most people who 
complete postsecond-
ary educations, college 
does pay off, resulting 
in much higher earn-
ings than if they lacked 
a degree. College is an 
investment, after all, on 
which the typical inves-
tor gets a good return.

On the high end, that 
return can be quite high, 
particularly for those 
who accrued debt for a 
professional postgradu-
ate degree.

A newly minted MBA 
who spent the past two 
years in the classroom 
instead of the office, 
about to start his invest-
ment-banking job? He’ll 
qualify for $10,000 
in debt forgiveness. 
Also the plastic-sur-
gery resident earning, 

say, $65,000, who in 
a few years will make 
$400,000? Again, at 
least $10,000 in debt 
forgiveness.

We can pretend that 
recent graduates of 
business, medical and 
law schools aren’t rich 
because their net worth 
is temporarily negative, 
or that people who hav-
en’t started their pro-
fessional careers yet are 
low-income — but the 
truth is that their future 
income streams make 
lots of them rich, even if 
they don’t feel rich quite 
yet.

Why does this matter? 
Obviously, it would be 
nice to give money to 
everyone. Even invest-
ment bankers would 
probably be glad to have 
$10,000 shaved off their 
debt. But we live in a 
world of finite resourc-
es. Surely the past two 
years have driven home 
the lesson that there’s 
limited fiscal space and 
political appetite for gov-
ernment spending.

This should be obvi-
ous, but: A taxpayer dol-
lar spent on one thing 
is a taxpayer dollar that 
can’t be spent on some-
thing else.

Given limited resourc-
es, distributing debt 
forgiveness to Wall 
Streeters, Big Law 
associates and other 
white-collar profession-
als is a less equitable use 

of taxpayer dollars than 
giving that money to, 
say, the non-college-ed-
ucated custodians who 
clean their bathrooms. 
Instead, the custodians 
are being asked to effec-
tively subsidize the debt 
forgiveness of people 
who make more money 
than they do.

Here’s another way 
to think about it: 
Biden just unilaterally 
doled out an estimated 
half-trillion dollars of 
taxpayer money. That’s 
slightly more than the 
cost of the (near-uni-
versal) stimulus checks 
in his 2021 American 
Rescue Plan. Except 
this stimulus went only 
to people who attended 
college — who skew 
much higher-income 
than their non-col-
lege-educated peers.

Biden’s student debt 
forgiveness plan also 
costs more than Con-
gress just appropriated 
for climate change. Or 
on fighting child poverty 

through the expanded 
child tax credit. Or on 
almost any other issue 
progressives usually 
claim to care about. It 
also more than cancels 
out all the deficit reduc-
tion Biden just achieved 
through the Inflation 
Reduction Act.

Biden often says, 
“Show me your budget, 
and I’ll tell you what 
you value.” Well, he has 
shown us.

To be fair, Biden has 
— even before this week 
— implemented some 
student-debt changes 
that do a better job tar-
geting borrowers who 
are struggling. He has 
wiped out debts of some 
students defrauded by 
extractive for-profits, for 
instance. But the ques-
tion is why he bothered 
also giving “relief ” to 
those at the top of the 
income distribution.

Progressives have 
offered different ratio-
nales for why helping the 
needy necessitates giving 

money to the rich as well 
(not only on student 
loan debt but proposals 
such as free college and 
Medicare-for-all). Some 
are political, some are 
operational, some are 
(frankly) self-serving. 
Apparently being at the 
93rd percentile doesn’t 
count as rich, at least to 
some progressives.

Many Democrats, 
including Biden, have 
responded to critiques 
of their plan by pointing 
to how much money 
Republicans frittered 
away on tax cuts for the 
wealthy. I agree: That 
was not a good use of 
government resources 
either! But one poorly 
designed, unnecessarily 
expensive policy doesn’t 
justify another.

Better to prioritize the 
people who need help 
today — and save the rest 
of our limited tax dollars 
for those who will need 
help another day.
Distributed by The Washington 
Post Writers Group.

Biden’s student debt plan 
is a Democratic version 

of ‘trickle-down’ economics
By Catherine Rampell


