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SOURDOUGH JACK:

“I wanna see the northern 

lights as much as the next guy, 

but these old legs generally 

stay away from anything that 

involves ‘chasing.’ ”

The weather

Expect a partly cloudy day with some sun. 

High today ...................................................64
Low tonight .................................................50

Sunrise: 6:33 a.m.
Sunset: 9:05 p.m.
WEATHER » A3

GOOD MORNING

• • •

• • •

Eagle man sentenced 

to 20 years in prison 

after stabbing his 

friend to death

Page A5

By Amanda Bohman

Kayla Benjamin want-
ed to help Sikoya Fran-
cis-Fields, a fellow student 
from Effie Kokrine Charter 
School.

They reconnected at the 
Midnight Sun Festival in 
2019. Benjamin was on 
the rebound from another 
relationship. By Decem-
ber, Francis-Fields was 
living with her, accord-
ing to her relatives. Ben-

jamin worked, paid the 
rent, cooked his food and 
washed his clothes. Fran-
cis-Fields had problems, 
they said. He didn’t work 
much. He liked to drink. 
Benjamin wanted to fix 
him.

“She always thought she 
could fix anybody,” said 
Karen Shafford, who was 
Benjamin’s friend and boss 
at Brown’s Electric.

On May 23, 2020, Ben-
jamin was found dead in 

her apartment. She was 
23. Francis-Fields con-
fessed to the crime, telling 
authorities he picked up 
Benjamin and squeezed 
her, causing her to collapse 
and die. The official cause 
of death was later con-
firmed as “asphyxia due to 
probable compression.”

A judge threw out the 
confession on Aug. 12 due 
to a civil rights violation. 

Family, friends open up about life of slain woman 

PHOTOS COURTESY THE BENJAMIN FAMILY

Kayla Benjamin.

‘She always thought she could fix anybody’

BENJAMIN » A3

By Jack Barnwell

The U.S. Justice Department 
announced Alaska guidelines for 
the federal Savannah’s Act, which 
requires federal law enforcement 
to create standard guidelines on 
responding to cases of missing and 
murdered Native Americans and 
strengthen data collection on them.

The U.S Attorney’s Office Alaska 
District office stated in a news release 
the guidelines are the product of 
“hundreds of hours of consultation 
with Alaska Tribes and tribal agen-
cies, federal, state, local and tribal law 
enforcement and victim service pro-
viders.”

The bipartisan Savannah’s Act and 
its companion bill Not Invisible Act 
were signed into law in October 2020. 
Both were co-sponsored by Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski.

Murkowski and Sens. Catherine 
Cortez Masto (D-Nevada) and Jon 
Tester (D-Montana) sent a letter to 
the Justice Department and Depart-
ment of the Interior in May pushing 
for implementation of the laws.

Alaska US 
Attorney 
announces 
guidelines 
for missing 
Native cases
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By Jack Barnwell

The arts, sciences, 
and Indigenous cul-
tural come together 
starting today with the 
opening kickoff of first 
annual Arctic Fest. 
The event intends to 
engage “local and glob-
al communities with a 
series of inspiring and 
informative  events 
focused on climate 
change.”

The event is being 
coordinated by Anne 
Bieberman, former 

executive director of 
Fairbanks  Concer t 
Association, Elisabeth 
Balster Dabney from 
Northern Alaska Envi-
ronmental Center and 
Mary Beth Leigh from 
the University of Fair-
banks Institute of Arc-
tic Biology.

Bieberman said the 
festival has been five 
years in the making.

“It was conceived as 
a community devel-
opment project where 
it creates a big project 
around which a lot of 

people can participate 
in activities and fund-
raise around those 
activities,” Bieberman 
said.

In short, it’s designed 
to bring in people from 
everywhere to discuss 
climate change in dif-
ferent formats.

While science plays a 
key component in Arc-
tic Fest, it also draws 
on arts and the Indige-
nous perspectives.

“We know that sci-
ence gives us the data 
and facts, but it needs 

something in addi-
tion to that. The arts 
seek to draw people 
together and trans-
late ideas into action,” 
Bieberman said. “Art 
has the ability to make 
you feel, and once you 
feel something about 
an issue, it makes you 
actually take action.

Ideas and conver-
sation will also focus 
around both everyday 
actions people can do, 
such as reducing their 

Arctic Fest unites art, science, culture to address climate change

PHOTO COURTESY OF PAMYUA.

The band Pamyua headlines an opening concert 
tonight kicking off the inaugural Arctic Fest.FEST » A2

By Jack Barnwell

Labor Day weekend may 
bring a treat for northern 
lights chasers as several agen-
cies are forecasting a high 
likelihood of Lady Aurora 
making an appearance.

Chances are particularly 

strong Sunday and Monday 
nights, according to forecasts 
from the Geophysical Insti-
tute at University of Alaska 
Fairbanks.

Saturday’s forecast calls 
Saturday’s auroral activity 
“moderate,” weather permit-
ting.

“Moderate displays will 
be visible overhead from 
Utqiagvik [Barrow] to as far 
south as Talkeetna and visi-
ble low on the horizon as far 
south as Bethel, Soldotna and 
southeast Alaska,” the fore-
cast states.

Weather permitting is the 

key phrase, according to 
National Weather Service 
meteorologist Scott Berg.

“It looks like there’s going 
to be slim pickings this week-
end,” Berg said. “We do see 
some possible breaks as you 

Potential for big Aurora this weekend

NURSULTAN ABDUBEK PHOTO

“I took this aurora photo at 12:10 a.m. April 21 in Murphy Dome area.” Thanks, Nursultan Abdubek, 
for sending the photo in. You can submit your best photo online at newsminer.com.

NORTHERN LIGHTS

AURORA » A3
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10 YEARS AGO
Sept. 2, 2012 —  A 

late-season potato blight 
has been detected in the 
fields of potato produc-
ers in Delta Junction and 
Palmer.

The bl ight ,  a  fun-
gus-like disease, can 
kill plants in the field 
or cause potatoes to rot 
in storage, according to 
the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks Cooperative 
Extension Office. It’s the 
fourth outbreak of blight 

in Alaska since 1995.

25 YEARS AGO
Sept. 2, 1997 — The 

News-Miner did not 
publish on this date, here 
is an item from Septem-
ber 1, 1997 — Battle lines 
are forming over a bal-
lot proposition to lim-
it same-day flying and 
shooting of wolves and 
other fur-bearers.

Supporters of the mea-
sure — which Alaska vot-
ers will consider Nov. 5 

— tout the proposed ban 
as a corrective action, 
curbing trappers from 
exploiting a loophole in 
current regulations and 
quenching legislative zeal 
for predator control.

50 YEARS AGO
Sept. 2, 1972 — A dele-

gation of top Soviet may-
ors and travel and trade 
officials will be arriving 
in Anchorage on Sunday 
on an Alaska Airlines jet 
direct from Leningrad.

The seven-day visit to 
Alaska and the Pacif-
ic Northwest is at the 
invi tat ion of  Alaska 
Airlines, the mayors of 
Alaskan cities as well as 
Seattle and San Fran-
cisco. It was announced 
today by the airline’s 
chairman of the board, 
Chief Executive Offi-
cer Charles F.  Willis 
Jr. Mayor Julian Rice 
along with Gov. Egan 
and Willis extending the 
invitation to the mayors 

of various cities in Rus-
sia to come to Alaska. 
Mayor Rice flew on the 
Alaska Airlines’ inaugu-
ral flight flight to Len-
ingrad in June 1971.

75 YEARS AGO
Sept. 2, 1947 — The 

News-Miner did not 
publish on this date, 
here is an item from 
Aug. 31, 1947 — JUNEAU 
— Gen. Omar N. Brad-
ley planned to leave for 
Seattle today in his C-47 

plane “Mary Q” after 
d isc uss ing  ve terans ’ 
problems in Alaska and 
catching his first salm-
on.

The Veterans Admin-
istrator said at a press 
conference he realized 
difficulties of carrying 
on the veterans’ pro-
gram in Alaska because 
of  high l iv ing costs . 
Alaskans suggested a 
25 percent increase in 
allowances under the 
veterans’ aid program.

LOOKING BACK

Errol Darling
Errol Jerome Darling, 77, of Fair-

banks, passed away Tuesday, Aug. 30, 

2022. A full obituary will be announced 
at a later date. Online condolences may 
be made to the family at Blanchardfam-
ilyfuneralhome.com.

Obituaries are provided as written by the family of the deceased or by a funeral 
home. Obituary submission guidelines and pricing information are available 
online at www.newsminer.com/site/forms. Or call the News-Miner at 907-459-
7572 for assistance.

OBITUARIES

carbon footprint, to larger issues.
The inaugural event also intends to 

serve as feedback about what went 
well, what could be improved and 
what features can be provided in future 
years.

“We’re laying the groundwork for 
something that will be an annual event 
growing into a bigger festival,” Bieber-
man said. “Everyone’s perspective is 
valuable, and we hope to bring about 
new ideas and solutions for the prob-
lem of climate change.”

Major events include performances, 
cultural and scientific items.

• Arctic Fest opening night concert, 
7:30 p.m. at Hering Auditorium. The 
Alaska-based Inuit soul group Pamyua 
will headline the concert, preceded by 
performances from the Celaire Singers, 
North Star Ballet, Pavva Iñupiaq Danc-
ers and Iñupiaq rapper AKU-MATU.

At the Alaska Centennial Center for 
Performing Arts, located in Pioneer 
Park:

• Green Market Place, Friday and 
Saturday, noon to 6 p.m. The Green 
Marketplace will feature Alaska arti-
san vendors, Alaskan-owned busi-

nesses promoting and selling products 
focused on sustainability, Indigenous 
artists and makers, and educational 
and informational tables.

• Innovation Hub, Friday and Sat-
urday, 1-5 p.m. The Innovation Hub 
presentation series will highlight the 
innovation and ingenuity of Alaskans 
addressing the impacts of a changing 
environment.

• “In a Time of Change: Boreal For-
est Stories” series starts tonight from 
4-6 p.m. with an exhibit and opening 
reception, a literary reading on Satur-
day from 1 p.m. to 2:15 p.m. and will 
conclude with a Sunday live perfor-
mance at 7:30 p.m. The series “draws 
together an interdisciplinary suite of 
artists, writers, educators and scien-
tists whose original creative works will 
appear in a multimedia gallery exhibit, 
literary reading and live performance.”

In addition to events created spe-
cifically for Arctic Fest, a range of 
community organizations adapted or 
enhanced their existing programs to 
embrace Arctic Fest’s themes. Most 
events and activities are free or avail-
able for a nominal fee; some require 
advance registration.

For a full schedule of all the events, 
visit arcticfest.org.
Contact reporter Jack Barnwell at 907-459-7587 
or jbarnwell@newsminer.com.

FEST
Continued from A1 “Solace of 

Circles” by 
Klara Maisch is 
part of the “In a 
Time of Change: 
Boreal Forest 
Stories” exhibit. 
PHOTO COURTESY 

MARY BETH LEIGH, 

PH.D.

“Come Sit with 
Me” by Margo 

Klass is part of 
the “In a Time of 

Change: Boreal 
Forest Stories” 

exhibit. PHOTO 

COURTESY MARY BETH 

LEIGH, PH.D.

“Reverberations” by Jessie Hedden is part of the “In a Time of Change: 
Boreal Forest Stories” exhibit. PHOTO COURTESY MARY BETH LEIGH, PH.D.

“Boreal Colloquy” by Susan Campbell is part of the “In a Time of 
Change: Boreal Forest Stories” exhibit. PHOTO COURTESY MARY BETH LEIGH, 

PH.D.
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Bidding quiz
You are South, and the bidding 

has gone:
West North East South

1# Dble IV ?

What would you bid with each of 
the following four hands? 
l.*A93VQ6 4QJ84*Q1093 
2.4K985*KJ872 4 6*Q74
3.*QJ7643V9 4A72*QJ5
4. * 97543 V 5 ♦ 1086 4* AJ72

* * *

1. Two notrump. In general, your 
partner’s double of an opening bid 
indicates that he also has an open
ing bid plus support for the unbid 
suits. So in responding to his take
out double, it is up to you to show 
how weak or strong you are when 
making your response.

East’s heart bid relieves you of 
the obligation to bid, and with a 
poor hand you’d pass. Any bid you 
make voluntarily in this situation 
shows at least moderate strength, 
and if you have an unusually prom
ising hand for game, you can show 
it by making a jump-response.

Thus, you would bid one notrump 
here if your queen of clubs were the 
deuce. But with the given hand, you 
should jump to two notrump, indi
cating that you have 11 or 12 points 
instead of the seven to 10 you 
would show by bidding one 
notrump. The lack of a heart stop
per should not bother you, since 
partner must have some heart

strength for his double.
2. Double. Something is rotten in 

the state of Denmark. East’s heart 
bid is decidedly suspect and the 
best way of telling your partner that 
East might be fooling around is by 
doubling one heart for penalties. If 
the bidding takes a new turn, you 
can then bid spades. Partner will 
thus be informed that you have 
heart and spade length as well as 
the necessary high-card values for 
such a sequence.

3. Four spades. Once partner has 
made a takeout double, you become 
a strong favorite to make four 
spades, so you should bid it 
straightaway. Your six-card spade 
suit, singleton heart and 10 high- 
card points all make it extremely 
unlikely that the opponents can 
take four tricks.

Some players might bid only two 
or three spades (invitational) over 
one heart, but partner shouldn't be 
given any opportunity to pass. The 
one response you absolutely can’t 
make is a mere one spade, which 
would not come anywhere close to 
reflecting the potential of your 
hand.

4. One spade. You have just 
about enough strength to justify a 
voluntary bid of one spade. The suit 
itself is nothing to write home 
about, but remember that your 
partner should have adequate sup
port for spades.
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Val = 032  0x20 " "
Val = 065  0x41 "A"
Val = 066  0x42 "B"
Val = 067  0x43 "C"
Val = 069  0x45 "E"
Val = 071  0x47 "G"
Val = 073  0x49 "I"
Val = 075  0x4b "K"
Val = 076  0x4c "L"
Val = 078  0x4e "N"
Val = 079  0x4f "O"
Val = 082  0x52 "R"
Val = 083  0x53 "S"
Val = 084  0x54 "T"
Val = 085  0x55 "U"

[FONT]
name = "MyriadPro-BoldCond"
fullName = "SSPYKC+MyriadPro-BoldCond"
nameDescendant = "MyriadPro-BoldCond"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 069  0x45 "E"
Val = 070  0x46 "F"
Val = 083  0x53 "S"
Val = 084  0x54 "T"

[FONT]
name = "MillerText-Bold"
fullName = "SSPYKC+MillerText-Bold"
nameDescendant = "MillerText-Bold"
type = "TrueType"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x20 " "
Val = 044  0x2c ","
Val = 046  0x2e "."
Val = 048  0x30 "0"
Val = 049  0x31 "1"
Val = 050  0x32 "2"
Val = 052  0x34 "4"
Val = 053  0x35 "5"
Val = 055  0x37 "7"
Val = 057  0x39 "9"
Val = 058  0x3a ":"
Val = 065  0x41 "A"
Val = 066  0x42 "B"
Val = 067  0x43 "C"
Val = 069  0x45 "E"
Val = 070  0x46 "F"
Val = 071  0x47 "G"
Val = 072  0x48 "H"
Val = 073  0x49 "I"
Val = 074  0x4a "J"
Val = 075  0x4b "K"
Val = 077  0x4d "M"
Val = 078  0x4e "N"
Val = 079  0x4f "O"
Val = 082  0x52 "R"
Val = 083  0x53 "S"
Val = 084  0x54 "T"
Val = 085  0x55 "U"
Val = 089  0x59 "Y"
Val = 097  0x61 "a"
Val = 098  0x62 "b"
Val = 099  0x63 "c"
Val = 100  0x64 "d"
Val = 101  0x65 "e"
Val = 102  0x66 "f"
Val = 103  0x67 "g"
Val = 104  0x68 "h"
Val = 105  0x69 "i"
Val = 108  0x6c "l"
Val = 109  0x6d "m"
Val = 110  0x6e "n"
Val = 111  0x6f "o"
Val = 112  0x70 "p"
Val = 113  0x71 "q"
Val = 114  0x72 "r"
Val = 115  0x73 "s"
Val = 116  0x74 "t"
Val = 117  0x75 "u"
Val = 118  0x76 "v"
Val = 119  0x77 "w"
Val = 120  0x78 "x"
Val = 121  0x79 "y"
Val = 147  0x93 "ﬁ"
Val = 148  0x94 "ﬂ"
Val = 151  0x97 "Š"

[FONT]
name = "MillerText-Roman"
fullName = "SSPYKC+MillerText-Roman"
nameDescendant = "MillerText-Roman"
type = "TrueType"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x20 " "
Val = 044  0x2c ","
Val = 045  0x2d "-"
Val = 046  0x2e "."
Val = 048  0x30 "0"
Val = 049  0x31 "1"
Val = 050  0x32 "2"
Val = 051  0x33 "3"
Val = 052  0x34 "4"
Val = 053  0x35 "5"
Val = 054  0x36 "6"
Val = 055  0x37 "7"
Val = 057  0x39 "9"
Val = 058  0x3a ":"
Val = 059  0x3b "\,"
Val = 065  0x41 "A"
Val = 066  0x42 "B"
Val = 067  0x43 "C"
Val = 068  0x44 "D"
Val = 069  0x45 "E"
Val = 070  0x46 "F"
Val = 071  0x47 "G"
Val = 072  0x48 "H"
Val = 073  0x49 "I"
Val = 074  0x4a "J"
Val = 075  0x4b "K"
Val = 076  0x4c "L"
Val = 077  0x4d "M"
Val = 078  0x4e "N"
Val = 079  0x4f "O"
Val = 080  0x50 "P"
Val = 081  0x51 "Q"
Val = 082  0x52 "R"
Val = 083  0x53 "S"
Val = 084  0x54 "T"
Val = 085  0x55 "U"
Val = 086  0x56 "V"
Val = 087  0x57 "W"
Val = 089  0x59 "Y"
Val = 097  0x61 "a"
Val = 098  0x62 "b"
Val = 099  0x63 "c"
Val = 100  0x64 "d"
Val = 101  0x65 "e"
Val = 102  0x66 "f"
Val = 103  0x67 "g"
Val = 104  0x68 "h"
Val = 105  0x69 "i"
Val = 106  0x6a "j"
Val = 107  0x6b "k"
Val = 108  0x6c "l"
Val = 109  0x6d "m"
Val = 110  0x6e "n"
Val = 111  0x6f "o"
Val = 112  0x70 "p"
Val = 113  0x71 "q"
Val = 114  0x72 "r"
Val = 115  0x73 "s"
Val = 116  0x74 "t"
Val = 117  0x75 "u"
Val = 118  0x76 "v"
Val = 119  0x77 "w"
Val = 120  0x78 "x"
Val = 121  0x79 "y"
Val = 122  0x7a "z"
Val = 146  0x92 "™"
Val = 147  0x93 "ﬁ"
Val = 148  0x94 "ﬂ"
Val = 149  0x7f "Ł"
Val = 151  0x97 "Š"
Val = 241  0xf1 "ñ"

[FONT]
name = "WalburnBold"
fullName = "SSPYKC+WalburnBold"
nameDescendant = "WalburnBold"
type = "TrueType"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x20 " "
Val = 068  0x44 "D"
Val = 069  0x45 "E"
Val = 097  0x61 "a"
Val = 103  0x67 "g"
Val = 105  0x69 "i"
Val = 108  0x6c "l"
Val = 110  0x6e "n"
Val = 111  0x6f "o"
Val = 114  0x72 "r"

[FONT]
name = "MillerText-Italic"
fullName = "SSPYKC+MillerText-Italic"
nameDescendant = "MillerText-Italic"
type = "TrueType"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x20 " "
Val = 045  0x2d "-"
Val = 046  0x2e "."
Val = 047  0x2f "/"
Val = 048  0x30 "0"
Val = 050  0x32 "2"
Val = 052  0x34 "4"
Val = 053  0x35 "5"
Val = 055  0x37 "7"
Val = 056  0x38 "8"
Val = 057  0x39 "9"
Val = 064  0x40 "@"
Val = 066  0x42 "B"
Val = 067  0x43 "C"
Val = 074  0x4a "J"
Val = 077  0x4d "M"
Val = 078  0x4e "N"
Val = 079  0x4f "O"
Val = 097  0x61 "a"
Val = 098  0x62 "b"
Val = 099  0x63 "c"
Val = 100  0x64 "d"
Val = 101  0x65 "e"
Val = 102  0x66 "f"
Val = 103  0x67 "g"
Val = 104  0x68 "h"
Val = 105  0x69 "i"
Val = 106  0x6a "j"
Val = 107  0x6b "k"
Val = 108  0x6c "l"
Val = 109  0x6d "m"
Val = 110  0x6e "n"
Val = 111  0x6f "o"
Val = 112  0x70 "p"
Val = 114  0x72 "r"
Val = 115  0x73 "s"
Val = 116  0x74 "t"
Val = 117  0x75 "u"
Val = 118  0x76 "v"
Val = 119  0x77 "w"
Val = 121  0x79 "y"
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OPINION

State of Alaska

Know how to contact your elected officials

 Gov. Mike Dunleavy
  Juneau: 907-465-3500
  Fairbanks: 907-451-2920

  Sen. Click Bishop
  Juneau: 907-486-2327
  Senator.Click.Bishop@akleg.
gov

  Sen. Scott Kawasaki
  Juneau: 907-465-3466
  Senator.Scott.Kawasaki@akleg.
gov

Rep. Adam Wool
Juneau: 907-465-4976
Representative.Adam.Wool@
akleg.gov

Rep. Steve Thompson
Juneau: 907-465-3004
Representative.Steve.Thomp-
son@akleg.gov

Rep. Mike Cronk
Juneau: 907-465-4527
Representative.Mike.Cronk@
akleg.gov

Sen. Robert Myers
Juneau: 907-465-3719
Senator.Robert.Myers@akleg.gov 

Rep. Grier Hopkins
Juneau: 907-465-4457
Representative.Grier.Hopkins@akleg.gov

Rep. Bart LeBon
Fairbanks: 907-451-4347
Representative.Bart.LeBon@akleg.gov 

Rep. Mike Prax
Juneau: 907-465-3004
Representative.Mike.Prax@akleg.gov 

Sen. Lisa Murkowski
D.C: 202-224-6665
AK:  907-456-0233

Sen. Dan Sullivan
D.C: 202-224-3004
AK:  907-456-0261

Special election pending 
to fill Rep. Don Young’s 
seat.

U.S. Congress

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

We’re interested in your opinion
The News-Miner encourages readers to send letters to the editor by mail (PO Box 70710, Fairbanks, AK 99707) 

or by email (letters@newsminer.com). Writers are limited to one letter every seven days. All letters must 

contain no more than 350 words and include a full name (no abbreviations), daytime and evening phone 

numbers and physical address (if no phone, then provide a mailing address). The News-Miner reserves the 

right to edit or reject letters.

Community Perspective
Send Community Perspective submissions by mail (P.O. Box 70710, Fairbanks AK 99707) or by email (letters@

newsminer.com). Submissions must be 500 to 750 words. Columns are welcome on a wide range of issues 

and should be well-written and well-researched or authored by a person with a particular perspective on an 

issue affecting our community. Include a full name, address, daytime telephone number and headshot pho-

tograph suitable for publication. The News-Miner reserves the right to reject those of poor quality or taste.

COMMUNTIY PERSPECTIVE

Ranked choice 
voting and Sarah 
Palin
To the editor: A simple truth 
about Alaska’s ranked choice 
voting system: If over half of the 
electorate dislike a candidate so 
much that they would not vote 
for him/her under any circum-
stances, then that candidate has 
no pathway to victory. This is 
my interpretation of the special 
election results regarding Sarah 
Palin. This is probably not the 
case for Nick Begich.

Those who want to ensure a 
Republican win in the November 
general election should consider 
this.
Robert Herrick
FAIRBANKS

An Arctic Fest for 
everyone
To the editor: What is Arctic 
Fest? Five years in the planning, 
Arctic Fest was conceived as a 
community development project 
providing an idea that many 
people, organizations and busi-
nesses could participate in and 
benefit from.

The big idea: Create an arts 
festival, focused on the impact 
of and solutions to our changing 
environment.

Why the arts? The arts bring 
people together, provide fun, 
translate ideas into feelings and 
feelings into action.

Why climate change? Because 
it’s a great big issue and we’re 
right at the center of it. The Arc-
tic is changing rapidly, and peo-

By Ron Smith

T oo many times 
in my life I’ve 
told a lie. Some 

of the incidents stretch 
back in time 60 years 
or more. After all 
this time, I am still 
ashamed. My early 
childhood included reg-
ular church attendance. 
Five of my middle years 
were spent too far from 
any church to make 
attendance practica-
ble. Still, my brother 
and I were schooled 
in the Ten Command-
ments. Mom and Dad 
stressed the ninth of 
the ten, don’t bear false 
witness: don’t lie. The 
ninth commandment 
in Exodus, the eighth 
commandment of the 
Quran, the fourth pre-
cept of Buddhism.

Here is an irony: 
In the United States, 
the loudest lies seem 
to be emanating from 
some of the (self-pro-
fessed) most devout in 
their Christian faith. 
A common lie is that, 
somehow, massive vot-
er fraud stole the last 
presidential election 
away from Donald 
Trump. Saying such a 
thing with absolutely no 
verifiable evidence does 
not make it so. It makes 
such a statement a lie. 
The proponents of this 
lie had over 60 chances 
to put forth evidence 
in a court of law. They 
did not do so because 
they had none. But 
they continue to shout 
this lie. They should 
be ashamed, but they 
are not. This lie is now 
being used to support 
laws restricting access 
to the ballot.

Aside from the Ten 
Commandments, there 
are other Biblical rules 
of conduct. An addi-
tional 601 — some 
Bible authorities say 
613 — rules laid down 
by the ancient rabbis 
can be found in the Old 
Testament, mainly in 
the Book of Leviticus. 
Six hundred-one rab-
binical laws. I haven’t 
found any rank order-
ing of importance of 
the 601. Since violation 
of some are considered 
abominations, I have to 
assume that a violation 
of any single one is an 
abomination.

The abomination that 
attracts the most atten-
tion among some of the 
devout has to do with a 
man lying down with a 
man. Yet, of apparent 
equal weight on the 
abomination scale is 
wearing a garment of 
mixed fibers. Or eating 
pork chops. Anyone 
wearing a cotton/poly-
ester shirt or blouse or 
eating pork is commit-
ting an offense equal to 
that of a man lying with 

a man. If that describes 
you, do not lie by saying 
you are upright and 
observe all the laws laid 
down in the Bible.

Much of the Christian 
wrath against gays, 
lesbians and such folks 
is couched in the term 
“a person continuing 
unrepentant in sin.” 
The idea is that a per-
son who knows she/he 
is sinning, doesn’t ask 
forgiveness, and con-
tinues committing the 
sin, is to be condemned. 
Using what we now 
know about the wiring 
of the human brain, we 
can mount an excellent 
argument that this 
behavior is not a sin in 
the first place.

But, those who con-
tinually tell lies are also 
“persons continuing 
unrepentant in sin.” 
We see this behavior 
in some ordinary folk, 
some public officials, 
some espoused Chris-
tians, some persons 
running for political 
office in Alaska and, yes, 
the former President 
of the United States of 
America. Stop continu-
ing in sin.

If you believe that 
the Bible is literally 
true then please do not 
assert that life begins 
with the fetal heart-
beat. Or conception. 
That would be a lie. In 
Genesis, chapter 2, God 
molds clay into the form 
of a man and breathes 
life into it. Thus the first 
man, and by extension, 
every man or woman 
since, becomes alive at 
its first breath.

If you oppose expand-
ing prenatal and neo-
natal health care to the 
(sacred) indigent but 
also oppose abortion 
because all life is sacred, 
you are lying. Stop tell-
ing the lie that you are 
pro-life. You are simply 
anti-abortion with no 
Biblical support for 
your opposition to the 
poor and no empathy 
for poor people who 
can’t afford health care. 
Their lives are sacred 
too, remember? So also 
are the lives of pregnant 
women who in some 
states must now carry 
the result of a rape or 
a truly life-threatening 
pregnancy to term or be 
tried for murder.

Please do not lie. 
Especially, do not con-
tinue to tell lies, any 
lies. To do so condemns 
you in several different 
faiths. St. Paul wrote 
in Ephesians 4:25: 
“So then, putting away 
falsehood, let all of us 
speak the truth.” Need a 
bigger Biblical author-
ity? Jesus said (James 
3:14) … ”do not be 
boastful and false to the 
truth.” Please, let’s all of 
us stop lying.
Ron Smith lives in Fairbanks

We need to 
stop lying

ple care because it affects them 
where they live just as it does us.

Ultimately, Arctic Fest aims 
to attract people who want to 
experience great art, see the 
most beautiful place on Earth, 
and learn how they can make a 
difference today.

This week, we welcome you to 
the very first iteration of Arctic 
Fest — and this one is all for you. 
We invite you to attend some 
of our many events, and tell 
us what you think. Add to our 
vision.

Festivals bring money to 
communities. We hope this one 
brings prosperity to Fairbanks 
and positive change to the world.

See arcticfest.org for more on 
the festival.
Anne Biberman
FAIRBANKS


